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SIMMONS STRENGTHENS SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

REPORTING FOR COAST GUARD ACADEMY  
 

Provision Subjects The USCGA To The Same Standards As Other Service Academies 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Rob Simmons, R-2nd District, today successfully added language to the Fiscal Year 
2007 Coast Guard reauthorization bill that will require  the U.S. Coast Guard Academy (USCGA) to adhere to the 
same sexual harassment and assault reporting requirements that apply to the three other service academies – 
Army, Navy and Air Force.    Rep. Simmons serves on the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation 
Subcommittee in the House and on the Board of Visitors of the USCGA. 
 
“Recent events have cast a dark cloud over the Academy, where female enrollment is around thirty percent and 
women occupy a great number of leadership positions in academic, athletic, and military areas,” said Simmons. 
“The Coasties come to New London to serve our country and become leaders after graduation. The academy 
must be held accountable to provide a safe, professional and non-hostile learning environment.”  
 
The Coast Guard Academy’s sexual harassment and assault policies were  called into question  earlier this month 
when the  Academy convened its first-ever court martial.  Cadet Webster M. Smith was acquitted of rape Tuesday 
but faces punishment for extortion, sodomy, indecent assault, failure to obey an order and being absent without 
leave. A sentencing hearing is scheduled for Wednesday. 
 
In 2003, Congress required the three U.S. Dept. of Defense academies – U.S. Military Academy (West Point), U.S. 
Naval Academy, and U.S. Air Force Academy – to be held to strict reporting standards in regards to sexual 
assault at the schools.  The Coast Guard is not held to the same reporting standards because it is part of the U.S. 
Dept. of Homeland Security.  The Simmons amendment would require the Coast Guard Academy to meet all the 
same criteria that are required of Dept. of Defense academies.  
 
Specifically, the amendment requires the Coast Guard Academy to: 
 

• Prescribe a policy on sexual harassment and violence that must include training to promote awareness of 
incidents of sexual harassment and sexual assault as well as strict reporting procedures. 

 

• Conduct an annual survey measuring the number of reported and unreported incidents of sexual harassment 
and violence.  The survey must also measure the perceptions of Academy personnel on the effectiveness of 
Academy trainings and policy regarding sexual harassment and violence.  

 

• Submit a report to Congress, the Commandant, and the Board of Visitors that includes the number of incidents 
of sexual harassment and violence and a plan of action for responding to the incidents that occurred in the last 
calendar year.  The report must also include a summary and the results of the annual survey.  
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